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(54) METHOD FOR SEPARATING SOLVENT 

PURPOSE^To separate an aromatic hydrocarbon phase and an aqueous phase by regulating 
the ratio of methanol to water in a solvent, recovered in a production Pi-o^ss for 
polyphenylene ether and containing benzene, toluene, xylene, etc.. the methanol and water 

SNSTITLmON:Thase separation of an aromatic hydrocarbon from a solvent recovered in 
a producton process for polyphenylene ether and containing benzene toluene and/or xylene, 
methanol and water is carried out In the process, the ratio of U,e methanol to wat^ the 
aforementioned solvent is regulated so as to provide 55-78wt% ^^-^^^.f^^^'^^^^^ 
the separation Is then performed using a column type separator, centn^igal separator, etc. 
Since efficiency of the phase separation is excellent according to the '^J'^^'^^^'^^^ 
method, use of a large-scale apparatus is not required. Thereby, the method .s earned at a 
bw cost Since solid substances are not deposited in the separated phase, there .s no fear of 
clogging the columns, etc. 
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